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Messages from Kamenori friends

In 2014, we had 8 exchange students from 7 Asian countries on
1 year exchange program. We introduce their messages about
their experiences, ( Some wrote their message in Japanese with KANJI!! )

QUESTION

(® What did you learn through your experience in Japan?
How has your idea about Japan and Japanese
people been changed since you came here?

@ How will you share your experience in your country
and contribute to your country or community after
you return home?

Riya Arora (India)

(M1 learnt A LOT. I myself think I learnt more
than anybody else on this program. I made
mistakes, learnt how to correct them, got a
lot of support from AFS & the Kamenori
Foundation. Most important learnt is to be
independent of parents. Japan’'s image in
India was all good people, friendly,
welcoming and a country with a lot of
electronics. I got to know more about
culture and not everybody is welcoming and
friendly to foreigner.

@ T will give presentations & speeches about
how my experience was and how it adds to
being more global & international. I will
work with AFS as a volunteer to help other
exchange students know what they should
prepare & how to prepare for Japan. I will
prepare all the students for all sorts of
situations that I faced.

Chayanee Sukkasem (Thailand)

(D To accept culture differences and be flexible.
Japanese people are a lot nicer than I
thought. Everybody smiles all the time,
people tried to help each other. Everyone is
very responsible.

@ I will join AFS and local organization as a
volunteer. I will make presentation at my
school about my experiences in Japan.

Bo Yu Chen (China)

(@ I learned how Japanese spend their life and
school life. I also learned Japanese culture.
@ 1 found Japanese were very kind. Before 1
came, I had image that Japanese are strict and
scary. My experience is very unique. I am
different compare to myself before I come to

Japan.I have quite grown up.
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Ji Ho Kim (Korea)

(M1 had a feelings of gratitude to things that I

did not care before. I also learned to
broaden my horizons and become friendly
to people. I will never forget my life in 2014
in and it will be my property. I am quite
grown up! Honestly, I felt scared when I
came to Japan. I have no idea how I could
deal with if Japanese have prejudiced view
to Korea. However, Japanese are kind and
helpful so that I spent my exchange life with
full of happiness.

@ 1.Iwill join to Japan-Korea cultural exchange

club at my school and I will teach a lot of
Japanese culture.

2.Twant to contribute to AFS Korea.

3. My sister has interested in Japan. I want to
teach my experience to my sister and I
want to become nice sister for her.

Eunice Jane Consebido (Philippine)

(D Ilearned a lot. For example, I like Japanese

people who can keep smiling if they are
tired in job or school. They keep smiling and
stay happy even if they are in trouble or
spend a bad day. I believe this is a good
point of Japanese people. Before coming to
Japan, I had a lot of expectations from
culture, society, people and many more.
After staying in Japan for about a year,
I understood the cultural differences of
Japan from the Philippines.

@ T will teach my experience in AFS forum. And

to other students who want to go to Japan,
I will teach them the basics of Japanese
language and what to expect from the
Japanese culture.
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Ervin Naufal Arrasyid (Indonesia)

(M 1 learn Japanese language. I learn how

important it is to be honest and keep
promise. I get many friends and memories.
Japan is a very nice place to live in. The
people are very kind, open minded and
helpful. I had many difficult times in here but
Japanese always helped me to solve my
difficult time. I'm impressed by the people.

(@ I want to share my experiences to people in

my country through discussions, forums and
conversations. I want to contribute to my
society through work not talk. I want to do
anything as long as it will give happiness to
me and people around me. These
experiences shaped my character and my
personality to prepare myself better for the
future.

Yim Ting Cheng (Hong Kong)

(D I learned Japanese and Japanese culture.

I also learned how to cook Japanese food.
I got many things. Most important things
I got are my Japanese family and friends.
Japanese had known about my country than
I thought, for example, language, culture
and society of Hong Kong.

@ I will share Japanese culture, society and

language. I also share my experience of
Japanese life and Japanese school life.

Shishir Giri (Nepal)

(M 1learned a new language, Japanese. I

learned to be more independent and
become more extroverted in Japan. I made
friends all around the world. It has been a
wonderful experience. I found that Japanese
people are more kind than I imagined. Japan
itself is very different from Nepal or other
Asian countries.

(@ After returning to Nepal, I'll encourage

people to visit or do an exchange program
to Japan.
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